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AGENDA 
 
Day One: November 3, 2008 
 
7:30 – 7:45 AM  Registration  

Davidson Executive Conference Center (DECC), Club Room 
 
7:45 – 8:15 AM  Breakfast – DECC, Club Room 
 
8:15 – 8:25 AM  Opening Remarks – DECC, Club Room  
 
 
 
 

Jeffrey Upperman, M.D. 
Childrens Hospital Los Angeles  
USC Keck School of Medicine 
 

Robert Neches, Ph.D. 
Information Sciences Institute 
Viterbi School of Engineering

  Steven Moldin, Ph.D. 
  Office of the Vice Provost for Research Advancement, USC 
  
8:25 – 8:30 AM  Charge to the Group and Workshop Format 
  Jeffrey Upperman, M.D. 
 

Session I – Where We Are 
 
8:30 – 9:00 AM  Emergency Preparedness for Terrorism: Experience from the Center for  

Risk and Economic Analysis of Terrorism Events 
  Randolph Hall, Ph.D. 
  Office of the Vice Provost for Research Advancement, USC 
 
9:00 – 9:30 AM  The Great Southern California ShakeOut 
  Thomas Jordan, Ph.D. 
  USC College of Letters, Arts & Sciences 
   
9:30 – 10:30 AM  A Strawman Sketch of the Emergency Preparedness Picture 
 
 
 
 

Jeffrey Upperman, M.D. 
Childrens Hospital Los Angeles  
USC Keck School of Medicine  
 

Robert Neches, Ph.D. 
Information Sciences Institute 
Viterbi School of Engineering 

 
10:30 – 10:45 AM  Break 
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10:45 – 11:30 AM Plenary Discussion: Getting the Right Picture in Focus 
    Goal: develop a consensus big picture element.  Intended 
   outcome is a diagram of Emergency Preparedness processes, 
   in which all participants can envision their place in the picture. 
 
11:30 – 11:45 PM  Charge to the Working Groups to Convene after Lunch 
  Robert Neches, Ph.D. 
   We will carve the consensus picture into 4 sub-sections  
   mapped to 4 groups, each charged to answer: 
   (a) What are the big research topics in your section of 
   the big picture; and (b) what are the USC research efforts and 
   potential collaborations which could impact those topics? 
 
11:45 – 1:00 PM  Lunch – DECC Club Room 

A City-Wide School-Based Model for Addressing the Needs of Children 
Exposed to Disasters: The Israeli Experience 

   Ron Avi Astor, Ph.D. 
   USC Schools of Social Work and Education 

 
Session II – Developing Collaborations 

 
1:00 – 2:45 PM  Breakout into Concurrent Working Groups (see charge above) 
 

Group 1 Moderator - Randy Hill, Ph.D 
   Reporter - Skip Rizzo, Ph.D. 

 
  Group 2 Moderator - Murali Annavarum, Ph.D.  
     Reporter - Lisa Schweitzer, Ph.D. 
 

Group 3 Moderator – Sandra Ball-Rokeach, Ph.D. 
   Reporter -Terry Benzel, Ph.D. 

 
Group 4 Moderator – Emil Kartalov, Ph.D.  
   Reporter - Adam Rose, Ph.D. 
 

2:45 – 3:00 PM Break 
 

  
 

3:00 - 4:00 PM  Concurrent Breakout Group Discussions Continue 
(Focus on preparing presentations for plenary) 

 
 
4:00 – 5:00 PM  Report to Plenary by Breakout Group Discussion Leaders 
   (15 minutes per group) 
    
 
5:00 PM  Adjourn formal meeting for the day 
 
6:00 – 7:00 PM  Reception – DECC, Alumni Room B 

7:00 – 9:00 pm  Dinner – DECC, Alumni Room B 
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Day Two: November 4, 2008 
 

 
7:45 – 8:25 PM  Breakfast – DECC, Club Room 
 
8:25 – 8:30 PM  Introduction  

Jeffrey Upperman, M.D. and Robert Neches, Ph.D.  
 
8:30 – 9:30 AM  Plenary Discussion: Where the Funding Is 
   Introduction by Steven Moldin, Ph.D. Goal: information exchange among  
   participants regarding current and anticipated funding agency interests  
   and experiences. Output: list of target Federal and State initiatives,  
   agencies, programs, program managers. 
 
9:30 -- 9:45 AM  Charge to the Working Groups 
   Jeffrey Upperman, M.D. 
   Going back into our working groups, what case can each group make for 
   the prospects and benefits of USC trying to grow in its designated area? 
 
10:45 – 11:00 AM Break 
 
11:00 – 11:45 AM Return to Working Groups for Discussions 
 
11:45 – 1:00 PM Lunch – DECC, Club Room  
 
  Developing Partnerships Between Law Enforcement, Forensic Science 

Laboratories and Researchers 
   Joseph Peterson, Ed.D. 
   Department of Criminal Justice and Criminalistics 
   College of Health and Human Services 
   California State University, Los Angeles 

 
 

Session V – Plenary Session Discussion and Summaries 
 
1:00 -- 1:30 PM  Concurrent Sessions 
    Attendees have option of continuing working group discussions or  
    holding concurrent get-acquainted meetings on common-interest topics,  
    (e.g., Liaison with Other Organizations, Wireless Communication,  
    Cyberinfrastructure, Bio-Terrorism) 
   
 
1:30 -- 2:30 PM  Plenary Discussions 
    (3 topics, 20 minutes each) 
 

1. Group reports on prospects and benefits of growth in each segment 
2. Barriers: What's standing in our way?  What would help us do better? 

   3. Next steps: What can we do ourselves?  Where could USC help? 
 
2:30 – 3:00 PM  Concluding Remarks 
    Jeffrey Upperman, M.D. and Robert Neches, Ph.D. 
 
3:00 PM  Adjourn 


